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Word Horde launches new press with anthology marking 125th anniversary of Whitechapel slayings.
Tales of Jack the Ripper edited by Ross E. Lockhart features new and classic fiction inspired by the most
notorious serial killer in history.
PETALUMA, CALIFORNIA—Word Horde will release its debut title Tales of Jack the Ripper on August 31,
2013, 125 years after Jack the Ripper first stalked Whitechapel's streets. The anthology contains
seventeen stories and two poems from many of the most distinct voices in dark fantasy and horror,
including Laird Barron, Ramsey Campbell, Ennis Drake, Orrin Grey, Joe R. Lansdale, Silvia Moreno-Garcia,
E. Catherine Tobler, and Mercedes M. Yardley.
Word Horde founder Ross E. Lockhart is a veteran of small press publishing, having edited scores of
well-regarded novels of horror, fantasy, and science fiction, as well as the critically acclaimed
anthologies The Book of Cthulhu I and II. “One of the clichés of the book business is that you publish the
books you’d want to read, the books you’d want to put on your own shelves,” says Lockhart. “It’s true.
From an early age I’ve been fascinated with the horrifying tale of Jack the Ripper and his era. With Tales
of Jack the Ripper, we engage in a dialogue with not only the past, but the future.”
The story of Jack the Ripper captured lurid headlines and the public’s imagination, prompting the first
fictionalization mere weeks after the first murder. Since then, hundreds of stories have been written
about Bloody Jack, his victims, and his legacy. Tales of Jack the Ripper offers a unique contemporary
exploration of this legacy, filtered through the authors’ lives and locales, visions and voices. However,
“it’s not a glorification of Jack the Ripper,” explains Blu Gilliand, a reviewer for FEARnet. “Lockhart has
not put together the print equivalent of the Friday the 13th film series, in which the murderer becomes
the hero. This is not an ode to a killer of women. This is, instead, a look at the power that Jack the Ripper
holds over us, even today.”
Tales of Jack the Ripper is distributed by Ingram, and available in Trade Paperback and eBook formats
through most online retailers and better independent bookstores everywhere. For more information
about Word Horde or to request a review copy, please email publicity@wordhorde.com.
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